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China Trip Update March 2009
Can Short-Term Mission Really Bear Fruit?  
In 1999, a good friend of mine, Jim, and his ten-year-old son Jonathan, along with another teen, came to the Philippines on a short-term mission trip. Jim and the boys joined our family for a short trip to Bethany’s work in San Jose, Mindoro where God was blessing the ministry by adding a new multi-purpose building. Jonathan hit it off with the Filipino children on the Bethany campus and could always be found encircled by kids. Jonathan did his share of the painting, but one couldn’t help but see the joy and wonder he was experiencing in the Filipino culture. 
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Jonathan’s affinity for Asia has grown along with a desire to help Chinese orphans. Jonathan and his girl friend, LiYin, came up with an idea to have college friends collect their spare change to change the lives of orphaned children. He contacted me to ask if I could put him in touch with someone working with orphans in Asia. Immediately, Bethany alumni, Tim and Pam Baker, directors of the Philip Hayden Foundation (PHF) in Beijing China came to mind. Jonathan was able to coordinate a visit to Shepherd’s Village with my visit to Beijing and this past week. As Jonathan and I toured the ministry and played with the children, most of them having special needs, I thought back to his first trip to Asia ten years ago. I wondered if God sowed the seeds of mission in Asia into a ten-year-old boy’s heart on that two-week trip? 
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As Jonathan left Tim and me, he headed back, not to the USA, but to another city in China where he is spending 9 months learning Chinese and reaching out to Chinese college students. Sometimes we are short-sighted as we look at the cost of a short-term mission trip, thinking money that could be better spent on the people we hope to bring the gospel to. As we can see from Jonathan’s experience we can’t always see the potential that is released in a person’s life when they are exposed to the vast harvest field of this needy world of ours. Jonathan’s dad, Jim, is on yet another short-term mission trip as I write this – with Jonathan’s older brother, younger sister and other members of his church. I wonder what God is planning to do through this trip?  
      Jonathan                         Tim 

The Philip Hayden Foundation
[image: image4.wmf]As mentioned in the previous story, my first stop on my one week trip to China was Shepherd’s Village, home of the Philip Hayden Foundation. PHF is a unique home for orphans specializing in caring for abandon children with special needs. Saved out of a life of drugs, alcohol and biker gangs, PHF director Tim Baker testifies to the miracles God has done in his life and through the Philip Hayden Foundation. 
More than 800 orphans have been cared for (and most adopted out) and over 3000 children have had surgeries facilitated by PHF. But the most amazing testimony from this former bike gang member was his answer when I asked “Have you ever had to turn away a child?” His answer in this land of one and a half billion people was “No”. Babies have been left on their doorstep, under their car and in an abandoned field next to their home. But they have never been unwilling to care for a needy child even when a costly operation was called for and the prognosis was poor.
Tim laughs as he shares about his own transformation from a leather jacketed motorcycle man to an advocate for the neediest children. “If you would have told me that some day I would be married with 7 children (4 of them adopted in China), living in China, and ministering to special needs orphans, when I wasn’t yet a Christian, I would have told you that you were out of your mind!” Out of his mind, indeed, and deep into the heart of God for the orphans of China.
· If you are interested in visiting, supporting or adopting Chinese orphans contact Tim Baker at tim.baker@chinaorphans.org 
· If you are interested in finding out more about short term missions, Bethany International is partnering with STEM Int. (Short Term Evangelical Mission) to provide training, organization and oversight to a number of teams that go out to a variety of locations both nationally and internationally. Contact Jim Levin at Jim.Levin@bethfel.org or log on to their website www.stemintl.org  for more info. 

· Pray for blessing upon the Joint Conference and 25th Anniversary in Isabela and safety for all those traveling to Cauayan. 

Serving Christ with You, Steve & Alberta, Heather (TN), Krista & Daniel (4 months old) 

