

Dear Family and Friends,
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God is working in our Saturday night neighborhood Bible study members’ lives. About two weeks after we studied John 9, our neighbor Rey’s son, Paeng, collapsed twice while away at Catholic Seminary in the south of the Philippines. The concept of sickness being an instrument or opportunity for God’s glory was                Paeng                                      Rey 

 definitely on our minds in this contemporary challenge to our  faith. I received the                            

following email from Rey as he and his wife looked to God for help: 
“So many things are happening to us now. Some are good, some are terribly bad. But you know, the bad things have brought us closer to our Lord as it intensifies our faith.  Susie and I are praying that no matter what the result will be, we will be offering it up to Him for His greater glory, that as we give our all, we will be empty, but in emptiness, we will have more room for Him.”
Rey and Susie brought their son to Manila from Cotabato City, where he studying for the priesthood, for medical tests to get a medical diagnosis. The results have been inconclusive – they found no tumor or blood clot so the doctors are a bit puzzled.

While Paeng was absent from his seminary, a restaurant near the Catholic Church where he attends mass was bombed with 5 people killed and at least 30 injured, many of them parishioners that were leaving the cathedral as Mass had let out. 
Rey and Susie have wrestled with whether to send Paeng back to seminary but decided to go ahead. Has their faith been tested during this time? Absolutely. Have they grown in their faith – how could they not. As we hang onto God in times of trouble our grip on Him intensifies. Pray that Christ would be their hope and refuge in every aspect of this time of testing. 

Serving Christ with You, Steve & Alberta 

